
The Munk Donation:    
 What’s at stake?
 
Peter Munk has again paid for honors at the University of Toronto with a recent $35 million 
donation to the school for the establishment of the Munk School of Global Affairs. This follows 
Munk’s previous gift of $25 million for the creation of the Munk Centre for International Stud-
ies. With these two donations, Munk has effectively branded entire areas of international study, 
including Public International Law, International Development, and Global Policy Analysis.
The University so far refuses to make public any Memorandum of Understanding signed be-
tween Munk and the University as part of the establishment of this school, but if the Centre for 
International Studies is any model, one can guess that Munk expects influence for his largess. 
In fact, a condition put on a previous Munk donation of just $6.4 million stipulated that a 
council be set up for the Centre that would have to cooperate with the Barrick Gold interna-
tional advisory board.

What is Corporate Social Responsibility? 
Corporate social responsibility (CSR) is a form of corporate self-regulation and is a focus of 
study within two out of three of the Munk School’s program streams. Offered as an alterna-
tive to government regulation, CSR is often criticized as a public relations tactic for avoiding 
oversight.

A true corporate citizen? 
Barrick has branded itself as the socially responsible mining giant, but behind the scenes Bar-
rick has been singled out as the company most involved in the lobbying effort to stop private 
member’s bill C-300. This bill would withdraw government funding and diplomatic support for 
companies found – after an investigation – to be abusing human rights or violating international 
environmental norms.
Barrick has some cause for worry: last year, the Norwegian Pension fund divested $230 million 
from Barrick for ethical reasons, especially related to their mine in Papua New Guinea. Gener-
ally, in countries like Australia, Chile and Tanzania, Barrick takes advantage of inadequate and 
poorly enforced regulatory controls to rob indigenous people of their lands, destroy sensitive 
ecosystems and agricultural land, support brutal police and security operations, and sue any-
one who tries to report on it.
Last October, the Harper government appointed the founding director of the Munk Centre, 
Marketa Evans to the newly formed post of CSR counselor. Her job is to assist companies and 
stakeholders in the resolution of disputes related to the corporate conduct of Canadian extrac-
tive companies (mining, oil and gas) abroad. 
Criticized for her performance so far, Marketa has yet to pursue a single investigation or even 
buy a fax machine. Also, as a requirement of her post, she requires consent from a mining 
company before she can review any allegations against that company.

And what about Academic Freedom? 
In Canada, Barrick is using SLAPPs – Strategic Lawsuits against Public Participation – against 
three academics and two small presses, one in Quebec, one based in Vancouver, that have 
published or announced an intention to publish books that damage Barrick’s image. The latest 
SLAPP, directed at Talonbooks of Vancouver, before the book was even published!

learn more: protestbarrick.net 
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